


A is for Africa

land of the sun

the king of continents

the ancient one

Many different countries are located on the continent of
Africa. It is the second biggest of the world’s seven conti-
nents; only Asia is bigger. It covers as much land as the
United States, Western Europe, China, and India put to-
gether. Africa is the land of the biggest desert in the world
(the Sahara), the longest river in the world (the Nile). the
greatest variety of wild animals, at least 16 different major
languages, and about 225 million people.
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B is for Books
where readers find

treasures for the heart
and mind

The first poem by a black American dates back to 1746.
It was written by a Massachusetts slave girl named Lucy
Terry. The first published example of black American po-
etry was written by Jupiter Hammon and printed in 1761.
Ten years later Phillis Wheatley began her literary career.
She was internationally known, and hailed as a poetic
prodigy. The first novel (1853), play (1858), and travel
book (1852) written by a black American were by the
same man: William Wells Brown.

There are many other famous black literary names.
Among the best-known contemporary ones are:

James Baldwin Lonne Elder III
Gwendolyn Brooks Lorraine Hansberry
Eldridge Cleaver LeRoi Jones

Ted Shine



C is for Cowboys

kings of the West
some of the black men
were some of the best

: There were thousands of black “forty-niners”

during the
California Gold Rush.

The only known male survivor of the Alamo was a
-black man named Joe.

A black cowboy named Bill Pickett invented the rodso
art of bulldogging.

Isaiah Dorman was an interpreter for General George
Custer; they both died at Little Big Horn.

Other famous black cowboys who were scouts and
traders were Jim Beckwourth and Nat Love.
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E is for Explorers
brave pioneers

whose courage made history
through the years

F is for Freedom

whatever folk say
whoever can give 1t
can take 1itaway

The first man to ever stand at the North Pole was a black
man, Matthew Henson. He explored the Arctic with Ad-
miral Robert E. Peary and reached the North Pole before
the rest of the party on that historic occasion.
The first building in the area that is now Chicago was
the home of a black man named Jean Baptiste Pointe Du
Sable. He became an Indian trader who traveled the Mis-
sissippi River region before establishing the trading post
and settlement that became Chicago. ;
Thirty black men were with Balboa in 1513 whe
Pacific Ocean was discovered.
York, a black scout, helpe
Clark Expedition.
There was at least one black man
he reached the shores of America.

n the
d to guide the Lewis and
with Columbus when
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I is for Inventors
who try to do

things that are different
and new

Among the inventions credited to black people are:

Hyram S. Thomas
Augustus Jackson
Garrett A. Morgan
Norbert Rillieux
Jan Matzeliger

potato chips

ice cream

breathing mask and traffic light
sugar-refining process
shoe-lasting machine

Among the scientific contributors are:

George Washington Carver, who create
synthetic materials from the peanut alone

Benjamin Banneker, who made the first wooden clock and
helped to survey and plan the nation’s capital

Dr. Danicl Hale Williams, who pcrfom\ed the first suc-
cessful open-heart operation

Dr. Charles Drew, who set up the modern blood ba~nk

Dr. Percy Julian, who developed drugs to relieve inflam-
mator; rheumatic fever, and glaucoma

d more than 300
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< for Middle Passage
the route of the slave
what peace they knew
the waters gave







S is for Slavery

W,

ho can own 4 man?

men !

5 own themselyeg
Ooneelse can

P>

4

most extensive and profitable periods
be dated to 1442. In that year Por-
tuguese traders brought the first Africans to Europe a5

slaves. By 1540 ships were carrying more than 10.000
slaves a year to the West Indies. Ame :can slavery is said
to date from 1619. By 1860 the slave _Eggl_l}gﬁ?g in

America was more than 4 million.

The beginning of the
of human slavery can

were more than 250
e War. The
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For Fred’s Darl
and John Steptoe’s Stevie




I got this teacher name Miss Wills. This day
she come asking everybody to tell where they
people come from. Everybody from over in the
same place suppose to stand up by theirselves.
When it come to me | don’t say nothing so she
get all mad, cause that make all the other
brothers not say nothing too.

“Won't you please cooperate with us, Jim?”’
she say. I didn’t say nothing cause my name is
Ujamaa for one thing. So when the bell ring she
ask me to stay a little after, so we can talk.

“We must not be ashamed of ourselves, Jim,”
she say. “You are from a great heritage and you
must be proud of that heritage. Now you know
You are from Africa, don’t you?”” she say.

1say, “Yes, mam,” and walk on out the place.
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First thing, my name is Ujamaa and also Af rica js
continent not a country and she say she want eversl‘]
to tell what country. Anyhow, I left. The other bre oy
waiting for me by the light. T

Malik say, “That woman is crazy. She geton m

Bo say, “How come we didn’t stan up, Ujam b
Africa!” I just go on home. Bo don’t know not

rves
aa? We fr()m
hing.




I got asister name Rose. She studying to be 4
practical nurse. When she get home | ask her, “Rose
where we from?”” She come talking about,

“Mama was from Rome, Georgia, and Daddy from
Birmingham.”

“Before that,” | say.

“Mama’s Daddy from Georgia too.”
~ “I'mean before that too, way back before that.”
- Shecome laughing talking about,

B They wasn't ng way back before that. Before that
~ Wewas aslaye

: lk <0uld a punched her in her face. Rose make me
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My Daddy’s name Nat. He work for the city. When
he get home I ask him, “Daddy where we from?”

He say, ““What you talking about, boy?”

I say, “/l wanna know where did we come from.”

He say, “‘We come up here from Birmingham after
your Mama died.”

“I mean back before that.”

“Boy, I'm too tired to fool with you. Go ask Big
Mama them questions.”
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She say, “My Mama say her and her Mam,
Wag

from Whydah in Dahomey in 1855

brought
She say,

“My Mama was nine years old.”
«That mean I’'m from Whydah?”’

She look at me then.
“Nat's people look like Ashanti
people. The
y COme

from south in Ghana.”

o

+That mean I'm from Ashanti people?”

she say, “Who are you, boy?”

I say, “I’'m Ujamaa.”

shoot, she know who I am, it was her give me my

pame.
she say, “‘Go on now then. I'm through.”

That’s how she is.



I got a grown man friend over to the Panther Book
Shop. Everybody call him Tweezer. We ta]) about
things sometime and I tell him what ’'m 80nna be apg
all that. He always say, “Just you be a good brother,
- Ujamaa.” Anyhow, | thought I'd 80 On over and t,|)
A him about things and everything. I waited till after
dinner cause we had red beans which | love. Rose
don’t like old Tweezer much so when she ask me where

am | going I tell her over to Bo’s. She remind me
to be home when the lights go on.

Tweezer sittin
-in a paper cy

g out in front of the store, got his wine
P- He old but not as old as Big Mama.

‘ bout he used to run on the road and
before that he went to college. He real smart. He

know it too always talkin about he a juju man, know

agic and stuff |jke that. He see me coming
ock and Wwave,

€Y, Ujamaa,” he kinda grinned.
€Y, Tweezer,” | grinned back.
SoLt to the store he made room for me on

't sa othing. He never do start




I say, “What's your real name, Tweezer?”
He say, “I don’t know.”
“How come?”
“It got left.”
I say, “Where?”
He say, “In Africa.”
“What you mean?”’
“When they stole my Daddy’s Daddy to
make him a slave they didn’t ask for his
name and he didn’t give it.””
“Well what did they call him?”’
: He say, “Whatever he [et um. Reckon he
figure if they ain’t got his name they ain’t
really got him.”’
! Say, “Big Mama give me my name. It mean Unity.”
Hismlle then. He start really talking.
We ::lfea:syo:r own give you the name you know .it’s youls
e name. verybody else just calling us something,
i Us. You named 5 good name.”
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of Afric, ey, Wasn’t none of us free though. All us crogseq

water. We one people, Ujamaa. Boy got that name
< w that. All us crossed the water.”

| ask him, “Tweezer, we from all different payq .
how we gonna say what country we from?2’’

Tweezer say, “We from all them countries, Ujamag 0 t i ino
” . a .
off the same boat. I oug:“e lights had to come on just then.
I say, “Some people tell me we wasn't all slaves. tho|d Tweezer, ‘‘See you later.”

#ust be good brother, brother,” Tweezer told me.
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Man, I had a whole lot to think about! I’'m Suppostet(t)o
still cause I sleep with my Daddy and he ngij e
y mind was going to town. | Bo
up thinking about was (: was
y didn’t even know Whathe not
right along with me on

o
thers. And Bo ain’t even li

ork but Man m
at I mostly ended
and ol Malik and how the
the matter but they went
standing yp Cause we bro

. a island
in this block that long and his Mama is fll;(:,r:t Tweezer
Ut we all brothers anyhow. | though,:lell us come Cross
Ad him and me being brothers too. hta know that.
the water, Somebody name Ujamaa oug

Went on tq sleep.




Next day everybody in class looking at me
seeing what am I gonna do. Miss Wills got
her mouth all sad think I’'m shamed of
something. Pretty soon she say,

“Let us continue yesterday’s social studjes
lesson, children. We will excuse Jim from the
lesson this time.”




Just when she say that | jump up and stand
straight as a king, and look right at her and say,

“Miss Wills, my name is Ujamaa and that
mean Unity and that’s where I’'m from.” Man,
Malik and Bo stand right up too, tall as me and
just grinning. We all stand there awhile and
she don’t say nothing. Shoot, she don’t even

know what we talking about!
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llustrated by
ANIE DOUGLAS
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pictures by
BRINTON TURKLE
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