Rediscovering Sylvia Plath
Discussion Guide — Session 5

If you write poems, what are some of the things you think about while you are
revising a poem?

Based on what you’ve seen in Plath’s poems and her revisions, what are the things
you think she was thinking about when revising? Do you think she had any revision
principles she was following?

What do you think Plath was revising away from?

What do you think Plath was revising toward?

Are there any areas in her poems where you feel that Plath’s original version was
better than her revision?



